Introduction
Rabbit testes undergo both morphological and functional changes at the onset of puberty, starting at around 45 days of age with the first gonal mitosis. Between 42 and 140 days, the mass of the testis increases from 0.5 g to about 6 g. At day 50-60, the onset of spermatogenesis is indicated by the appearance of spermatogonia A and B. Shortly thereafter, plasma concentrations of testosterone increase steeply from day 65 until day 100, when the first spermatids appear (reviewed in Boussit, 1989) . This 
Receptor assays
Concentrations of free receptors were determined in testicu¬ lar homogenates (Goxe et al, 1993) . Briefly, 0.5-1 g of frozen testes (or pieces thereof) were reduced to powder at and then thawed in 1-3 ml of homogenization buffer (10 mmol Tris-HCl 1" \ pH 7.4, 3.8 Chomczynski and Sacchi (1987) , as modified by Puissant and Houdebine (1990 (Loosfelt et al, 1989) and pig FSH receptor (Remy et al, 1995 (Fig. 2) , and the absorbances of the main hybridization bands after densitometry are also given (Fig. 3) (Fig. 2b) . When earlier developmental stages were studied, the intensities of the low molecular mass bands (1.2 kb) normalized to 1 mg total RNAs were only slightly lower than in the adult (Fig. 3) Postnatal age (days) Fig. 3 (Goxe et al, 1993) and rats (Warren et al, 1984; Rannikki et al, 1995 (Peyrat et al, 1981; Goxe et al, 1993) .
Previous work has demonstrated the existence of a number of transcripts (ranging from 1.2 kb up to 7.5 kb) in the gonads of all mammalian species studied for the LH receptor: pigs (Loosfelt et al, 1989) , rats (McFarland el al, 1989) , humans (Minegish et al, 1990) , and mice (Gudermann et al, 1992) ; and for the FSH receptor: rats (Sprengel et al, 1990) , humans (Minegish et al, 1991) , sheep (Yarney el al, 1993) , monkeys (Gramoli et al, 1993) , horses (Robert et al, 1994) , and cattle (Houde et al, 1994 (Kermabon et al, 1994) or subsequent to in vitro hormonal stimulation of cultured pig granulosa cells (Goxe et al, 1992) . In the latter system, mRNAs encoding the FSH receptor have also been reported to increase in the face of decreased hormone binding (Sites et al, 1994) .
The expression of the higher molecular mass transcripts of the rat LH receptor has been correlated with expression of the receptor itself, both at the onset of ovarian development (Sokka et al, 1992) and upon maturation of testicular Leydig cells (Zhang el al, 1994) . Similar findings have been reported for the FSH receptor in rat gonads (Rannikki et al, 1995 (Loosfelt et al, 1989; Bernard et al, 1990; Koo et al, 1994) . Similar truncated mRNAs of the FSH receptor have also been reported (Gramoli et al, 1992 (Lu et al, 1993 (Proudfoot, 1989; Manley, 1995 (Koo et al, 1994 
